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The World of Foreign Books

ITALIAN

BOOKS. ,

Surveyed by ARTHUR LIVINGSTON. -

Hiaig's “Gotiyaburg specch—Gentile and
Fascismo.—The “Reform of Education''—
Church and State —Nationalism and Gentiic's
philosophy.—The Nation for ita young wmmm,

HE “Oath of the Fascisti™ with its
solemn consecration of the indivi-
doal to the greatness. glory and

welfare of his country, has made a decp
impression on most Americans who have
re@d it. Of this little document we dare
prophesy that it will be among the few
things of this age of transition to pass
into the permanent literary patrimony of
Haly. To the next generations of Italians
it has a good chance of becoming what the
“(ettysburg Specch™ has been to us.

Now this mood of the "Onl;h.“ with its
curious mixture of asceticism, mysticism
and good old fashioned patriotism, has been
compared by one ecritic with that of Savo-
maroia’s uprising. We persenally might
seek its remoter origins in more recent
time=—in the “New Nationalism™ of Pres-
avlini and Papini, for Instance (published
in 1M32, if we are not mistaken). Buat
those, at any rate, who would somewhal
rmnmll't their “feel”™ of the exciting trans-
formuations that are going on M the turbu-
lent [talian mind of the present can do no
better than pefer to some of the less tech-
nical writings of Giovanni Gentile—
whether the “Reform of Education™ (Har-
court), which Prof. Bizonziari has trans-
ated with such whally admirable elvzance
and finish; or the “Discourses on Heligion™
(adid “politics and morals"i; which is still
availabie jy in lialian (“Discorsi di
religione™),

Gentile in the Ministry of Education.

It is pertinent to nole that one of the
first acts of the Mussolini Govegnment was
to elevate Gentlle (whe, by the way, is not
a Faseista) to the post of Minkster of Edu-
calion—an appointment intevesting in two
ways. In the first place, it gives official
recosnition to the intellectual leadership
of Itnlian youth, which Gentile has bwen
more and more assuming in the last three
years (a leadership Croce could not retain
for rvasons of temperament more than
anything else—inabliity to sympathize with
the budding virtuesity of young men, to
laud. or even to encourage, anything that
fs not already full grown perfection), In

the second place, it forusses altention on |

an Important politfeal problem affecting |
the Internal cohesion of Fasclymo, uhln.-hl
on the one hand in In power with all the
responsibilities of government (still sport-

EESqng the Black Shirt, but eating many shis ts1

her kinds);
tieal party

ard, on the other,

n the field, free

ins &
of any of its whims or in vengeance of
any of its dieppointments. Gentile ia o
belicver i the “free sehool™ He would
break Jown the State's monopoly of educa-

evolved a sel of edocational ideals, His
theories he will continue to propound from |
the Minlstry as formerly he propounded
them from his cathedra in the Unin-ranyl
of Rome. He will be saved from drastle |
mistnkes by the fact that he has Hitle
interest in and so far as we can see no
knowledge of the practical problems of
those who are interested in good schools
rither than
pedagogy.

The Nationalist Catholic Paradox.

The fact remains that CGentile’s influ-
ence with that gortion of Italy's popula-
tlon which fought through the war and
which now de ds, In triumphant Fas-
cismo, a controlling volee in the nation's
policies, Aopends wpon the feeling—per-
haps upon the legend—that he has helped
more than any one else to solve some of
the fundamental grobvlems of the country.
The religious question i= one of these.
How be a self-respecting Ttallan and at
the same time a self-respecting Christian
(Catholic) if the church s at war with
the State and a true patriot must accord-
ingly be anti-clerieal? How be a Chris-
tinn also and an intelligent man {f Intelli-
gence I8 uncompromizingly hostlle to
dogma? Gentlle (in the *“Dizcourses™)
holds that the State-Nation s the “uni-
versal form™ of individual consciousness,
where everything is sabject to the col-
tective will: to which will morals nnd re-
ligion are essentlal, slong with “thought,”
without which, T turn, true morals and
religion are impossible. Now the average
Italinn of the older generation solved his
difticulties by a_number of ' compromises:
he would stay away from mass himself,
but send his wife. He would baptize his
chilkiren, but exclude priests from hig home,
Az agninst Protestantism ‘or stheism, he
wonld pay iip service to Christianity, but
deery public and private discussion of re- |
liglous*matters.  All this amounts to n |
social conspirucy for mutpal intolerance,
Gentile's formula would recover liberey |
both for the Ttalian mind and the lalian |
conscience—each Italinn wholly devoted |
to the nation, which must be the protector
and upholder of spiritugl (Catholicy ideals
‘{incorporate them, in other words, in the
school gystem), but on its own responsi-
bility and independently of the church
We must, says he, repudinte “that insipid
and empty spiritual neatrality in accord-
ance with which the old Italy, which still
Is kicking thousgh really dead, conceived

i a ecoherent, system  of |

appeal of much Ttalian philosophy from the

family of mankind, They mean much to
those who have not attained full nau‘mml!
growth and have still to create a Smtel
resting on o retxl consensus of its popula-
thon,

Viewed In this characteristic phase, Gen-
tile's philosophy suffers from n defect
which an American pragmatist especially |
could not fail to notice: It is n product of
the very nationnlism of which it professes
to furnish a theoretical fustification. It is
the defect which minimizes the value and

early nineteenth century on. How dif-
ficult It i= to find n page In Rosmini or
Globertl that does not ghow the eoloring
of local Italian problems! Without being,
meanwhile, so very Hallan after all! For
we, who fee]l quite Incompetent in such
matters, should like to be shown why
Gentile's actual ideallsm s pot a re-
vival, and a rather literal revival, of a
German philosophy which, as every one
had hoped, has been long since supplanted.
What indeed is the Inference that a plain
man must draw from such a doctrine of
the nationality of culture? Is it not that
the particular idens, tendencies, prejudices,
habits of mind, of his partlicular country
have a speclal sanctity that entitles them
to hiz patriotic alleginnee? And what is
that but a rank provincialism, which
ltalians would be the Inst to tolerate in
others?

Gentile's Mandate to Youth.
Fascismo, so far as It is a moral ex-

perience of the Itnlian nation, takes over
bodily Gentfle's concept of the State as
a product of will, and accepts the man-
date which he entrusts to the youth of
the ecountry to go out and make Italy.
There is somothing even grandiose in the

ption, fund ntal to Gentile's re-
cent writing, that these younz men who
have risked everything, given evidences
of untold devotlon and saerifices In the
trenches of the Great War, may be relied
wpon to manifest a similar devotion and
self-abnegation in the moral ru'g\-nem—:
tion of the nation, It is not difficult
to understand how the imagination o |
Itdlian  ex-soldiers have been  inflamed
by such a trust, attaining in the war |
against “the enemy at home™ an ni-'
most crusading fervor, But what kind
aof an lwly ware these boys 1o make?
An Ttaly that understands the relation
of “subject™ and “object™ and  will
always be orthodox on the problem of
knowledge?  Or an Italy that has a sym-
pathetie interest in the problems of peoples
whoo live beyvond her borders? Somehow
we seem to feel an intolerable bhookishness

| of education —an  education that la| in the meditntlons of many of these Con-
| mechanleal, amorphous, amoral, antl-spir- | tinentals of unquestioned genius—the IMki
itual; an education bewildered and bewll- | of o homan touch to which men like
dering e 1 destroye all healthy spic- | Roves, James, Hobinson, Dewey, Mon-
tnal growth, the amornl Instrument of | tague have adeuastomed Amerieans We
‘.l Binte amorally constituted wish Furope could find o way to Ili"--l-ll'f'l
| Gentile's Nationalism. | fewer hernes and more men with some |
sense of what is geing on In the great
But where Gentile’s teachings most | wide world

closely harmonlze with the spirit of the | Clen a nationnlism, for oll lis sustore
"Faselsta oath™ s In his concept of the| .0 nl trmppings, s sentimental, at

tion and turn the latter over to private
mitiative—a policy which fmplica resump-

tion by the church of a leading role jn
Inlinn edueation. Now large bodies of
Fas istt have declared aguinst any reform
of thy achool system In this sonse, What

will Clentile do?

The Church and the Schools.

Fascismo = anti-Cathelle only in so far
as the church i« al obstacle to the spiritanl
and politieal unity of the Itallan nation.

1‘"" pro-Catholic (therefore. anti-Muasonie,
even anti-Methodist), in so¢ fir as the
church In the greatest of Italian jnstity-
and the one surviving aymbol of
Home's dominlon over the world
poiitin B
dim In redocing such a paradox. He |
woald leave the schools as they are and |

tion=
A clever |
an in the Ministry would haws
ity
tisfy the anti-Clerleals: he wonld

aa preach

el

the pro-Clerieals. But Gentile in not

a politician. Indeod we may be sure that
he talkea hie present honors only

a sen-o of pullic duty and as an annoying

distraction from more congenlal pursulin

o4 along o more notural

Hins wvation

line Italion expert

nevertholess a philosopher

id a philwapher merely ) whe
in eluborating o

spdritual

i of man's mental

due

ry

amld nature, has in GO

e fdealism to his teachers and con- | &

out of } that greater life whic

State and the nation itself. Of this the
most amazing expressions may be :'-mm‘ll
in the “Reform of Fdocation™—we say
“amazing”™ because we doubt whether any
thinker of Gentlle’s skill and subtlety ever
carriedd the myth of natlonality to greater |
axtromes

*The
perrtinant

nation,” =ays he “is a8 Intimately |

wndd native to our own leing usl
the State, considered as universnl will, is
one with our eonc p and actaual ethical |
personnlity. Tl . . | I» that comple
nrel lofty moral Wlea which we are reallz- |

ing,” realizing “in every Instant of our

"

| Hves, 5y our feslings and by our thoughis

by our speech and by our

. It follows that not only

fmagzination
must every

man bear the lmprint of his nationality
hat that also there s no i
man's scienee, which s not nation ok
tenee “knows no persanality which gd- |
mits of being equestered from its ideas, |

Ite ways of thinkir 1z, from |

Con- |

im e

nution

crete personality ther nationality, and
therefore neither the school nor seience
possesaes a learning which is not nationnl.”

Statements these which muy mean muoch
or little* v mean Htlle B those e .
who have long sinie realisnd thelr aspiea-
tions for nationality and are 1o devole
their calmer thousht 1o ing  the

| his notion of character,

| the

hottom, and of a sentimentalism belong-

ing to the middle of the Iast century
rather than to our day For the senti-
mentalism of the present—politienl and
socinl  sentimentallem, that s—hns the
world for lts play Tt denls with the |
‘eommunity of hope” rather than with
the “community of memory.” We dare

not so =ure either that the soundest cle-
ments, or even some of  the unsoundest, |
of Gentile's thought are a% dependent on
“idenli=m®™ as he Imagines. His aversion to
pedantry, his concept of o living culture, |
to vefer to only al
splendid paragraphs in |
Ealucation,” ean Just as
well be grounded on realism as on fleal-
And
aviagances,

few of his maope

“Neform of

i=sm ns for his natwonalismice ex-

we find thom all shared by

1TLIrF-‘-:~'. Afghane, and Moguls of to-day who

never heand of Fichte
philnfopher's husiness to philosophize, just
as it s a boxer's business o box But
there I8 o healthy tradition growing up
even in philosophy that when & man has
to say may say It right
without systematic complications «de-
signed princlpally 10 make |t harder
What has Croce gained, for instunee,
by mulling hi= xglorious discoveries In
esthelios in the morass of an effete Geor-
man “{dealism™ ? i

Of courmse, It s o

somet hing he

out

CALENDAR—to some—Is nothing

Some' 1923 Calendars
A more than an ornament, a decora-
tion, or—well, just a calendar. Of

cogrse, the desk calendar Is a business
man's best fricnd. It is an invaluable ald
to him in business, in the keeping of ap-
pointments, collection and payment of bills,
when the rent is due, taxes and other im-
portant things to be kept at his finger tips,
Here Ig a selection of calendars that may
be to the home what desk calendars are
to the office. The owners may model thelr
daily life on ealendar precepts, may find
inspiration in the reading of one famous
quotation a day.

“Poor Richard’s Calendar.” compiled by
Robert 8. Bartlett. Pages in green and
red, one to ench week, contains proverbs
of Benjomin Franklin originally printed in
“Poor Richard's Almanac" for 1733-1758.

“John Burroughs Nature CCalendar,”
decorative, containg little nature tidbits
tiken from John Burroughs's work.

“The Kate Douglas Wiggin Motherhood
Calendar” containg some very appropriate
quotations on “mother” and “motherhood™
selected from Kate Douglas Wiggin's
worksa.

Two other calendars in this group are
“Life's Society Calendar” and “Life’s Van-
ity Calendar.” These contain colored (-
lustrations that were originaily cover de-
siens for Life. The calendars are published
by George Sully & Co. of this city.

Henry
Morgenthau’s
' All In A Life-Time

' The timely autobiography
- of an immigrant boy who
| organized his enthusiasms
i into an effective life, and be-
|

came a leader of his genera-
tion.

“He has a talent for crisp
. . . characterization.” “The
book is both entertaining
and enlightening,”  says
The Atlantic Monthly.

Only a minor part of this
book appeared serially in
“The World's Work.”

Price, $4.00_
- DOUBLEDAY, PAGE & CO. -

Delighlfrul Christmas Gifts!

ROBIN

By FRANCES HODGSON BURNETT
The ideal gift for those
who like good love stories
are Mrs. Burnett's charm-
ing romances, “Robin™ and
“Coombe."” Give  them
singly, in cloth or leather, or
#s a boxed set in either bind-
ing. Cloth, per rdume, $2.00:
leather, per volume, $2.50,

The Head of the House of

COOMBE

By FRANCES HODGSON BURNETT
STOKES, Publisher

 TWO
SHALL BE
BORN

By Marie Conway Oemler
Author of “Slippy McGee,” etc.

The Boston Transcript says: *It
is an exciting romance, full of
humor, amusing situations and
dramatic intensity.”  (Price $1.90.
Published by The Century Co.,
353 Fourth Avenue, New York
City.)




